
''NO TV'' 
PROGRAM NOTES 

FEBRUARY 1-APRIL 30, 1988 

11 :30 PM, MONDAYS AND SAnJRDAYS 

FLOWER CITY NETWORK, CHANNEL 5 

"NO- TV", a project of the Media Exhibition Program at Visual Studies 
Workshop, is a series of videotapes and films by artists and independent 
producers from around the country. The work is gathered twice a year and 
it is reviewed and selected for this series by Visual Studies Workshop. The 
artists and producers are paid exhibition fees with funds provided by the 
New York State Council on the Arts and the National Endowment for the 
Arts. 

The individual works are available from the artists/producers listed in 
these program notes. The series is available from Visual Studies Workshop, 
31 Prince Street, Rochester, New York 14607, 716-442-8676. 

This is the sixth series of "NO-TV" to a ir on Greater Rochester Cablevi­

sion. The series can be seen on Flower City Network, Channel 5 of GRC, at 

11 :30 p.m. Mondays and Saturdays. 



#1 Mon. Feb. 1, 11 :30 p.m. and Sat. Feb. 6, 11 :30 p.m. 

THE ASCENT OF MAN (part two) 6:15 min. 
Jayce Salloum■■■■■I, La Jolla, CA-

THE ASCENT OF MAN is a body of work which looks at the way reproductions/ 
restorations are used to promote, influence and direct a way of life. Perceptual pro­
cess is examined and guided through common gesture and implication of context 
to present a view of scientific/corporate materialism's domination of humanistic 
concerns. The work was produced in four components (single-channel video tape, 
slide dissolve program, mixed-media wall pieces and a bookwork). The compo­
nents were designed to be shown individually (adapted in edited versions) and as a 
combined installation. 

NO ILLUSIONS: A DEER HUNTING 20:26 min. 
Michael Lucas■■■I Columbus, OH_ 

In NO ILLUSIONS: A DEER HUNTING, my inspiration for subject matter derives 
from an interest in the N American Dream# or the N American Way of Life, # and my 
presentations demand social, psychological and anthropological research. What I 
have come to find out is that the basic impulse motivating hunters can be found not 
only in those who pull the trigger but in everyone who transforms their part of the 
natural world into a less threatening or manageable place. Hunting then is a fulfill­
ment of primative impulses deeply imbedded in the human psyche. The results of 
surviving hunting skills originally developed in men so they could survive by killing 
for nourishment and using skins to cover their bodies against the cold can be seen 
today in the trophy rooms of hunting lodges and homes. My work will hopefully 
capture this contemporary tribe involved in a primordial pursuit. 

#2 Mon. Feb. 8, 11 :30 p.m. and Sat. Feb. 13, 11 :30 p.m. 

ABSENCE 5:36 min. 
Susan Rynard 

TAPE #2 12:09 min. 

Toronto, CANADA 

TAPE #1 
Jan Roddy , Campaign, IL-

This work is about sexual and religious obsession and desire-both the courting 
and the fear of being consumed by what one desires. 

10 YEARS/10.MINUTES 10:00 min. 
Cat Ash worth ■■■■- Rochester, NY-

10 YEARS/10 MINUTES is an autobiographical piece that traces thelast ten years of 
the artist's life through symbolic images and sound tracks. Each minute represents 
one year of the artist's life and reflects on personal growth and feminist issues. The 
audio sound track, which mixes poetry and electronic sounds, is a collaboration 
between musician Jim DeNault and video artist Cat Ashworth. 

#3 Mon. Feb. 15, 11 :30 p.m. and Sat. Feb. 20, 11 :30 p.m. 

OBJECTS OF DESIRE 24:00 min. 
Dennis Darmek- Milwaukee, WI 

OBJECTS OF DESIRE is a portrait of the more dedicated participants of flea markets. 
This program looks at an event that has become a spontaneous showcase for val­
ues, taste and cultural artifacts and offers a whimsical profile of Njunkeures# and 
their second-hand philosophies, ranging from free enterprise to the pursuit of hap­
piness and the American Way. 

CONVERSATIONS 7:30 min. 
Dan Appleby 
and Bruce Carlson Minneapolis, MN-

In CONVERSATIONS, two long-time friends find themselves laid off from their fac­
tory jobs. Ed has also lost his woman, and the sense of desperation becomes both 
acute and comical a�seven short segments progress. The two working stiffs swap 
some unusual quotes with each other, such as, Nonce we eliminate that there is 
such a thing as justice ... what are we left with? The lottery?# The story develops in 
The larger Picture in Week #6. 

Windfalls • Mathew Geller 

#4 Mon. Feb. 22, 11 :30 p.m. and Sat. Feb. 27, 11 :30
. 
p.m.

WINDFALLS (New thoughts on thinking) 22:00 min. 
Mathew Geller■■■■ New York, NY-
NO RECALL 6:00 min. 
Th e Video Band■■■■■■ San Francisco, CA-

Members: Glen Scantlebury, Lucy Phillips, Gregory Jones and Jim Barrett. 

#5 Mon. Feb. 29, 11 :30 p.m. and Sat. March 5, 11 :30 p.m. 

TERRORISTS IN LOVE 5:18 min., VOYAGE TO RODEZ 13:50 

TERRORISTS IN LOVE-Five minutes in Wisconsin. 

VOYAGE TO RODEZ is a 20-minute neo-documentary film on Artaud's incarna­
tion at the Rodez Asylum, shot on location in Rodez, France, and Paramus, New 
Jersey. An American schoolteacher journeys through the French countryside to the 
remnants of Artraud's nightmarish visions and back to the anomie of her native 
lancJ. Original sound track: Arto Lindsay. 

QUESTIONING MEDIUMS 7:00 min. 
Nancy Paternosterl-■■■IHuntington, NY-

In QUESTIONING MEDIUMS, two parallel stories are told evolving through three 
time periods (BC, the Twentieth Century, and the Future). The piece is a progressive 



documentary depicting the evolution of man's tools to create art as well as the 
growth of two characters (girls) and the way their images are composed. The stories 
are told through icons, soun� and text. 

#6 Mon. March 7, 11 :30 p.m. and Sat. March 12, 11 :30 p.m. 

THE LARGER PICTURE 28:36 min. 
Dan Appleby 
and Bruce Carlson Minneapolis, MN-

# 7 Mon. March 14, 11 :30 p.m. and Sat. March 19, 11 :30 p.m. 

THE GROOMING TOOL 21 :48 min. 
Lee Warren New York, NY-

THE GROOMING TOOL is an autobiographical, anthropological documentary of 
home-grown fetishism and rites of passage in the realm of taboo. It is an exploration 
of an obsessive relationship with an arbitrarily chosen object, the comb, using self 
and psyche as the soil for growing the various manifestations of object-intensive 
behavior. 

DREAM VOICES DAY VOICES 6:32 min. 
John Galloway Alberta CANADA-

In DREAM VOICES, DAY VOICES, I have tried to realize the following ideas: 
.. 1 . The way in which we perceive the everyday forms and situations of physical re­

ality is often quite different from the environment which•appears when we experi­
ence visual memories, thoughts, and dreams. Here the landscape changes, and we 
see from a unique inner perspective which affects not only the images but the ambi­
ence which surrounds them. This can be true even for the most ordinary and famil­
iar things. I have tried to portray the feelings of this experience by using various ele­
ments and processes of the medium in nonconventional ways. 

2. It is common for us to experience parts of our external and internal worlds con­
currently and at varying intensities. For example, we may be simultaneously talk­
ing about one thing, thinking of something else, listening to sounds, and experienc­
ing physical and emotional sensations. Very often in fr Im and video, these elements
are minimized and then isolated and amplified. I am very interested in the interac­
tion of these multiple and simultaneous levels of experience, and I have tried to ex­
plore this area using apsects of sound, image and rhythm.

#8 Mon. March 21, 11 :30 p.m. and Sat. March 26, 11 :30 p.m. 

U.S. TRAVELER'S KIT 23:00 min. 
Erika Suderberg-- Los Angeles, CA-

In U.S. TRAVELER'S KIT, vignettes depict the U.S. traveler in connotative posture 
with objects of h� Nkit". Surveillance, voyeurism and the day-to-day ennui of the 
interventionist are meshed together. The traveler begins with the purchases of the 
pieces, selecting and using the objects for different purposes. He/She changes 
identity and function from frame to frame. He can be a surveillance child, a hotel 
mango-eater, an embassy gate, a #protected sleeper", a viewpoint, a set of people 
exchanging something, a traveler erecting a communication tower or recently 
acquired portable island. 

TURKEY DRUMSTICK SOUP 3:00 min. 
Mitchell Geller Syracuse, NY-

TURKEY DRUMSTICK SOUP deals with television advertising and some of the 
problems it provides when content analyzed. Why does this almost unnoticable 
30-frame clip from a Npoptart" ad look so sexual when slowed down-who is this 
ad really aimed at? Upog close analysis, most of these advertisements are filled
with objectifications as well as traditional sex-role stereotyping. The deconstruc­
tion of images and audio information from these advertisements explores the ways
that they help to reinforce the status quo.

#9 Mon. March 28, 11 :30 p.m. and Sat. April 2, 11 :30 p.m. 

THE EDGE OF LIFE 19:00 min. 
Maxi Cohen- New York, NY-

A DECADE IN A WEEK 10:00 min. 
Women's Video Collective� Cambridge, MA-

A DECADE IN A WEEK is a colorful overview of the activities and purposes of Non­
Governmental Organization Forum '85. 
How little we know about the concerns of other women around the world. Gradu­
ally women are finding the voices to talk about their struggles and transform them 
by Y.oOrking together for change. In July 1985, 14,000 participants from 160 coun­
tries came together to speak, I isten, netv.ork and celebrate at the Non-Governmen­
tal Organization Forum held in Nairobi, Kenya. When else has there been such a 
gathering of women focused on women's issues? The timeless task has begun. 
Women are linking together internationally to unlink the chains that bind us. 

Objects of Desire • Dennis Dannek 



#10 Mon. April 4, 11 :30 p.m. and Sat. April 9, 11 :30 p.m. 

ORBIT 2:45 min. 
Arturo Cubacub- Chicago, IL-

ORBIT is a poetic representation using dance, computer animation and digital 
video effects juxtaposing the destructive tendencies with the constructive pos­
sibilities of certain basic energies and forces. 

REGRESSION� min., CONVULSION 8:20 min. 
Kurt Kellison--- Cincinatti, OH-

REGRESSION (Mortality) and CONVULSION-as for IDF, our ears may never re­
cover. They never stop screaming or assaulting their instruments during the entire 
half-hour set. It was just one continuous display of feedback and satanic sounding 
noise. We were waiting for the beast to crash through the walls and eat our souls. 

MAYALAND 5:32 min. 
Merrill Aldighieri 
and ,Joseph Tripician New York, NY-

MA VALA ND was shot at the Mayan ruins of Chic hen ltza in Mexico. This tape pre­
sents the irony of casual transient tourists attempting to fathom ancient historical 
landmarks. Experimental film and video recording techniques highlight the other­
worldy auras of mystery surrounding the ruins. 

• ·n. 
Syracuse, NY-

RUN .RUN .RUN .RUN .RUN. is a exploration of fearand anxiety. lt blends the sub­
conscious with the real producing a nightmare vision of relentless pursuit and ines­
capable consequences. The tape is an expressionistic display: a realization of 
paranoia and anxiety that creeps into our daily lives and alters our perception of 
events and circumstances. 

#11 Mon. April 11, 11 :30 pm. and Sat. April 16, 11 :30 pm. 

HE'S LIKE 24:00 min. 
John C. Goss Los Angeles, CA-

HE'S LIKE explores assumptions about masculinity and male self-image through a 
collection of quasi-documentary stories. Four men relate their recollections of the 
subject, a subject that shifts between construction and personal confession. 

BLUE ROWS 
Mark Drews 

NEW HERO 2:00 min. 
Syracuse, NY -

BLUE ROWS is the accidental result of experimenting with lighting and close-ups. 
It is the product of spontaneously editing what had been intended as merely test 
shots. 

NEW HERO-the visual portion of this work contains only scrolling text and is 
accompanied by milateristic dialogue. NEW HERO is derived from my reaction to 
world terrorism and terminal illness and the unlikely union of the two. 

# 12 Mon. April 18, 11 :30 p.m. and Sat. April 23, 11 :30 p.m. 

I WANT TO GO HOME 12:00 min. 
Alida Walsh- New York, NY-

I WANT TO GO HOME extends the usual boundaries between personal documen­
tary and video art. For -the first time the inner thoughts and feelings of an 
Alzheimer's victim are exposed as she tries to cope with her declining capacities. 
The video tape also reveals a sharing of closeness and acceptance between mother 
and daughter that is a poetic model for everyone who must deal with the death of a 
loved one. 

LIFE CYCLE 7:00 min. 
Maggie Hasbrouck Urbana, IL-

LIFE CYCLE is aboutgrowing up female in contemporaryculture and loss of power, 
both personal and collective. It is essentially a representation of giving life along 
with destroying life depicted through a metaphorical use of physical penetration. 

KAL VIAN 10:00 min. 
Barbara Sykes-Dietze- Chicago, IL-

KAL VIAN is derived from Kali, a Phillipine martial art founded by the blind 
princess from the island of Sumar. This video tape is a modern-day 
personification of the female warrior spirit. The piece depicts the timeless battle 
of women, whose inher-ent warrior qualities are first fought, then realized, and 
eventually developed into harmony with the total self. It is this same force that 
gives women of this nature the strength to survive and succeed. 

#13 Mon. April 25, 11 :30 p.m. and Sat. April 30, 11 :30 p.m. 

THE MASS 11 :00 min. 
John Orentlicher Jamesville, NY-

THE MASS is an investigation of Life attempting to imitate Art-an oral history of 
M. I. Hummel and the offspring of her idealistic vision from the Company who pro­
duces Hummell figurines. 

JERUNGDU 13:09 min. 
Michael Balser Toronto, Ontario, CANADA 

JERUNGDU-the rucksack of the average modern intellectual is stuffed with odd 
tidbits of alarm about the consequences of nuclear catastrophe, scraps of philoso­
phy concerning bewildering time-space warps in Nb lack holes", and a sentimental 
nostalgia for the time when television was still plain black and white and tinned 
laughter was fun and for the same wel I-nigh unrecognizable world in which cows 
were milked by hand. Luckily, further reflection on this pot-pourri sometimes gives 
rise to a meaningful silence. Balser offers an ironical resume of interactional pat­
terning and social stereotypes, without bothering to wipe the blood stains from the 
screen. He seems to imply that we suffer from an idee fixe similar to that of the 
Sambi of New Guinea, who are scared to death that their supply of jerungdu 
(sperm) will give out. Perhaps extinction is the only solution for us, too. 

WAR DANCE 4:00 min. 
The Video Bandllllllllllll■ San Francisco, CA-

Members: Gle�rY, Lucy Phillips, Gregory"Jon"es and Jim Barrett. 




