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Befing Bus Ride Jo Wright Whitten

"NO-TV & Movies", a project of the Media Exhibition Center at Visual Studies
Workshop, is a series of videotapes and films by artists and independent producers
from around the country. The work is gathered once ayear and is reviewed and
selected for the series by Visual Studies Workshop. The artists and producers are paid
fees with funds provided by the New York State Council on the Arts and the National
Endowment for the Arts.

The individual works are available from the artists/producers listed in the program
notes. The series is available from Visual Studies Workshop, 31 Prince Street, Rochester,
New York 14607 (716) 442-8676.



NO-TV & MOVIES
-Program Notes

This is the ninth of "NO-TV & Movies" to air on Greater Rochester
Cablevision. The series can be seen on Channel 12 of GRC, on
Tuesdays at 12:00 noon, Wednesdays at 3:00 pm, & Thursdays
9:00pm. The series will run from April 10 - June 28, 1990.

WEEK #1

Voices From South Africa 25:30min.
David Goodman [ Philadeiphia, PA I

Voices From South Africa is a new video series that presents an uncensored picture of
the current situation in South Africa. Filmed by South Africans within South Africa, the
tapes pierce the Pretoria government's news embargo and shed light on the continuing
struggle to abolish apartheid

Bejing Bus Ride 3:12min.
Jo Wright Whitten S Rochester, NY [

Bejing is part of "China Essays", a video and printmaking project consisting of a
oollection of visual and audio statements about contemporary China. Beijjing Bus Ride
is about change and time and the tension between these two entities.

WEEK #2

Live Water 20:00min.
Frank Simeone g San Francisco, CA

Live Water i s an informative look at the phenonmenon of water divining or"dowsing"
and the people who practice it. It is a film that examines water divining in a
documentary style, exploring its people, methods and contributions in an in-depth
presentation that illuminates both the diviners and the controversy that surrounds their
claims. By juxtaposing interviews with the scientific community who oppose dowsing-
and most geologists do, vehemently- the film takes on an unique and often humorus
edge, as scientific confronts "water witches" against a backdrop of rolling Sierra
foothills.
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Fluke 7:00min.

Emily Breer [ Nev Yo, NY

The content of Fluke is the preocess of exploring the separate images and sequences
in search of the source of their meaning. Thefilm concerns itself with the relationships
between images and the challenge of structuring new contexts in which they can exist.

WEEK #3

Color Schemes 28:30min.

Shu Lea Cheang |G Ve Yo NY I

Originally conceived as 3 monitor/washing machine environmental video installation,
Color Schemes uses the metaphor of color wash to tackle conceptions and
misconceptions of racial assimilation in an experimental art form. Challenging molds or
race representation, 12 writer/performers collaborate to form 4 performance sequences
parallel to 4 wash cycles- soak, wash, rinse, & extract. Spinning through this tumble
jumble of America’s 4 cycle washload in color, our schemes are to claim racial inages
color corrected and to remain color vivid.

WEEK #4

Kal 28:57 min. 1989

Robert Huot, HUMPIX ([l South Edmeston, NY [}

Kai is about Klaus Stoscheck who took the name Kaiyutah Clouds. He spent
most of the last four years of his life in Guatemala aiding the Cakchiquel Maya
in the department of Chimaltenango (Central Highlands). The work is
composed of interviews with his family, images of Cakchiquel people and
Mayan Sites, and reenactments. Kai presents a view of Guatemala and the
story of a man who gave his life for its people.

WEEK #5

The Twelve 6:50 min. 1987

Ernest Gusella [ \-v York. NY

This segment from The Red Staris based on the poem The Twelve by the
romantic poet Alexander Blok. In the poem, twelve idealized revolutionary
soldiers march through Moscow in a winter blizzard at night, purging the
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country of everything that stands in the way of the revolution. The poem ended
ironically (and shockingly), when Blok characterized the twelve as being led by
Jesus Christ! In any event, this segment is an attempt to recreate 1/3 of the
poem, turning it into a kind of rock video.

Let's Pll Prlso Julle Zando

Let's Play Prisoners 22:00 min. 1988
Juli e Zando

Buffalo, NY [l

Let's Play Prisoners is about how power is exchanged between females. It
is based on a short story, in which a young girl is manipulative and cruel
towards her girlfriend. The girlfriend takes it - she loves absolutely and
indiscriminately because for her machismo is a source of love.

Let's Play Prisoners suggests that any struggle over love is modeled after
the Mother/Child relationship. Their relations create a paradigm of need
and dependency versus power and control. The tape suggests that this
same power dynamic established between mother and child is transferred
onto friends and lovers.
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WEEK #6 Switching Channels 3:38 min.
Samantha Mae Dorfman _ Brooklyn, NY-
Spiral 12:00 min. 1987

Emily Breer — New York, NY - Switching Channels is a video piece about television. The music and lyrics

were commissioned to comply with a conceptual/visual idea. Rap music was
In and Out of Time Focus Earshot and Logic. ‘ the precise audio medium to correspond to the idea of visually "sampling”
Skeletons dance with spinning raw meat. television. The end result was an inside-out music/video. It's a contemporary,
A horse race between the Berlin Walls. [ electronic fable with a moral.
And two halves that leave a hole.
= WEEK #7

Horror Vaccul 13:00min. 1989

Stephanie Stone Out In Suburbla 28:00 min. 1988
Pam Walton - Mountain View, CA-

An thirteen minute unadulterated, experimental visual buffet of disturbing

dreamy images and sounds stemming from the subconscious of its star and Recently, a college student in human sexuality class in Olympia, Washington
creator. The visuals become metaphors for more realistic horrors: a chain saw, said, "Out in Suburbia is an interesting look at lesbians, and it is strange to

a side of beef, a kiss, a whip, a cigarette and a scream. Images flowing see that they look and act like normal women.” Out in Suburbia is intended as
rhythmically in unison with silence and sound illustrate candidly ugly delusions. an upbeat response to a growing American homophobia. In this 28-minute

educational video, eleven suburban women speak for themselves about their
lives as lesbians.

WEEK #8

Tupl or Not Tupl or Brazil's Trall 28:00 min.
vegios vaer [N = [

The tape starts with an introductory comment by John Cage on Brazil, and
builds up into a sort of path through the Brazilian frame of mind. Through the
l superimposition of interviews with well known figures, and individuals such as;
a blue collar worker or a shop owner, the work creates a path that documents
[ contemporaty Brazilian views on: cultural identity, language, psychology, race
and religion.

WEEK #9

Eplsode 1: So. Cal. 28:00 min. 1988

Samantha Mae Dorfman "If that's all there is . . ." is an important and recurring sentence in this video.

Switching Channels
The work succeeds in creating an intimate atmosphere by using domestic
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view, car rides or a trip to the museum interspersed with tv reports. The
relationship between what we think the world expects of us and our own
experience of happiness is expressed in the narrative of a woman looking back
on her youth, education, friends and the behaviour of her family. Time has
taught her that pain and unhappiness do not last forever and are no reason for
imaginary iliness or suicide; a realization that she, unfortunately, can no longer
share with her deceased girlfriend.

Seen In Lanzhou Jo Wright Whitten

Seen In Lanzhou 3:26 min. 1989

Jo Wright Whitten S Rochester, NY

Seen In Lanzhou is part of "China Essays", a video and printmaking project consisting
of a collection of visual and audio statements about contemporary China. Seen /n
Lanzhou is about change and time and the tension between two entities.

WEEK #10

Mis Aligned Shafts 12:00 min. 1989

John Orentlicher |G 2mesvile, NY N

NO-TV & MOVIES

Mis Aligned Shafts Jdahn Ornn;llnhn:

The evolution of the mechanical vibrator and it's predecessor technologies are
explored as a basis for current ideology within a patriarchal culture. The
technology of video is acknowledged through formal devices in addition to time
compression in a non-linear structure.

In Shadow City 12:45 min. 1988
Ken Feingold mmmiEEE Ve Yok, NY

Uniting fiction and non-fiction, this work considers relations between humans
and animals. Composed episodically, the narrative proceeds from the
perspective that culture is no longer surrounded by nature but itself all
surrounding, with "nature” now narrowly confined to proscribed, often protected
zones, changing the balance of experience between animals and

people. Wild animals, migrating animals and those we encounter in language
and in imagination form the content of the work's four scenes. This tape is the
first collaboration between writer Constance De Jong and video artist Ken
Feingold, with music performed by David Behrman.
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In Shadow City

Ken Feingold
WEEK #11

Ola, A Film By Her Father 15:00 min. 1980

Bill Creston [ v Yor, NY [

A super 8 sound film about the birth of the artist's daughter, Ola, and the nine
months pregnancy of Barbara Rosenthal. All footage is broken into segments
and edited non-chronologically: portions of clinic examinations are intercut with
fragments of vacations, skinny-dips, home scenes and the actual labor,
delivery and post-partum events. All segments lead back and forth for an
understanding of the exhilaration of the entire nine month period.

Ten Dollars Or Nothing! 11:47 min. 1989
Sara Diamond vancouver, B.C. [l

Ten Dollars Or Nothing! is the first part in the series, Daughters Have
Courage! Mothers Take Heart!, a project about women and the 1930's in
British Columbia. Ten Dollars or Nothing! does not pretend to reconstruct the
past as it was. Instead, it places oral history tradition and memory upon a
backdrop of two layers of simultaneous visual imagery.

Godzilla Hey 2:20 min

R. Ghirardo & M. Robents [ 'haca. NY

Godzilla Hey, a tribute of sorts to the famous (dancing) monster.
WEEK #12

Lauretta 20:00 min. 1988

Jean de Boyssen |G Nev Yok, NY [l

Portrait of Lauretta Caron, a 63 year old woman living in New Haven
Conneclicut who became a bellydancer at age 50 after working in the sewing
factories for thirty-seven years.

Hope 5:00 min.

Clea T. Waite [N Somervile. MA I

Hope is a piece somewhere between a music video and video an. It explores
the lives of nine people - who happen to be the Ordinaries - doing what they do
1o their very urban beat in the piece of civilization called New York City.

Le Voleur (The Thief) 5:00 min.
Susan Rynard Toronto, Canada [

A visual study or invention, in which the techniques of video are used to tell a
subtle and visually based story. A silent robbery is interrupted as local
authorities noisily break in to gather the details of the crime. Nothing turns up.
What was the crime? Who are the victims? The newspapers report the story,
but the evasive thief remains on the loose.





