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I. Biographical Note:

From November 6-10, 1979, Visual Studies Workshop in Rochester, New York held the
Options in Independent Art Publishing conference, “bringing together people interested
in the field of independent art publishing to participate in a program of presentations,
exhibitions and seminars covering the history and criticism of artists’ books….”
(conference brochure). This historic gathering included artist book makers, publishers,
critics and enthusiasts from all over the world.

Visual Studies Workshop was founded in 1969 as an early artist-run educational space
exploring the creative potentials of photography, and the VSW Press was instrumental in
publishing, developing and promoting the artists’ book revolution then on the rise.

II. Scope and Content:

The collection consists of paper documents related to the planning of the OIAP event
including correspondence, memos, schedules, registrations, and checklists; and
post-event documents including reviews and correspondence; magnetic audio and video
recordings made of OIAP events; and a collection in the Independent Press Archive of
mail art generated for exhibition at the OIAP.

III. Arrangement:

Items in the collection are arranged by format type.

IV. Administrative Information:

Preferred Citation of Ephemera:
[Document title], [document date], Options in Independent Art
Publishing Collection, Visual Studies Workshop, Rochester, New
York

Preferred Citation of Magnetic Media:
[Tape title], [media format], Magnetic Media Archive, Visual
Studies Workshop, Rochester, New York

Acquisition Info: Produced by Visual Studies Workshop

Finding Aid Info: Created by Mary Lewandowski
Date: August 2024



V. Collections Descriptions:

EPHEMERA:
Paper documents related to Options in Independent Art Publishing Conference

This box primarily contains a variety of documents related to the planning and execution,
documentation, and wrap-up of the OIAP Conference. The box contains 5 hanging
folders containing file folders as described:

Folder #1: Miscellaneous Admin
1 “1979” Posters, proposals, and preliminary planning
2 “Book Conference” Budgets, artist arrival scheduling, introduction notes
3 “Book Fair” Correspondence with OIAP Book Fair exhibitors
4 “Letters (copies)” Correspondence with interested parties and solicitations
5 “Registrations” Completed registrations
6 “Speakers” Address lists, payment plans
7 “Backworks” Lists of art works and fixtures on loan for OIAP Exhibition from

various institutions; an accounting of Something Else Press
8 “Damaged Books” Correspondence related to works damaged in OIAP exhibition
9 “Speakers Exib.” Correspondence and loan sheets
10 “Exhibs.” Correspondence with attendees and exhibition solicitation form letter
11 “Form Letters” Form letters and original schedule paste-up
12 “Origs” Press releases, address list, program schedule materials, OIAP letterheads

Folder #2: Participants
13 Butler, Frances
14 Frost, Gary
15 Eldon Garnet
16 Sheila de Bretteville
17 Alex Sweetman
18 Richard Minsky
19 Martha Wilson and Jacki Apple
20 Ulises Carrion
21 Tom Ockerse
22 Wood, John
23 Zelevansky, Paul
24 Share, Sue
25 Stephen Foster
26 Ken Friedman



27 Judy Hoffberg
28 Muriel Cooper
29 Betsy Davids
30 Reese Williams
31 Clive Phillpot
32 Polansky, Lois
33 Lawrie Brown [empty]
34 Drex Brooks [empty]
35 Paul Berger [empty]
35 Buchan [empty]
36 Felipe Ehrenberg
37 Waitskin, Stella

Folder #3
38 “Expenses/Budgets” includes finished programs and the invitation postcard
39 “Proposals” Materials from artists, publishers, and presses
40 “Photographs” Conference photographs
41 [Blank] Copies of conference info and schedule mailers
Folder includes loose January 1979 Afterimage

Folder #4: Post-conference materials
42 “Questionnaires” Materials for preparing a questionnaire
43 “Press” Articles mentioning OIAP
44 “Questionnaires” Completed questionnaires and compiled data
45 “Thank Yous” Various correspondence

Folder #5: Working folder
46 “Send Info” Correspondence from interested institutions
47 “Sent” Correspondence from interested institutions

AUDIO TAPE:
Open reel tapes documenting OIAP Conference presentations

The tapes are part of the Audio Collection located in the Magnetic Media Archive. They
are listed by their accession number and content title.

Tapes:
2020:0006:0439 Nathans Lyons intro and Richard Minsky
2020:0006:0440 Felipe Ehrenberg part 1
2020:0006:0441 Felipe Ehrenberg part 1 (copy)



2020:0006:0442 Felipe Ehrenberg part 2
2020:0006:0443 Felipe Ehrenberg part 2 (dub)
2020:0006:0444 Ulises Carriòn part 1
2020:0006:0445 Ulises Carriòn part 2 and Tom Ockerse
2020:0006:0446 Clive Phillpot
2020:0006:0447 Stephen Foster part 1
2020:0006:0448 Stephen Foster part 2
2020:0006:0449 Jacki Apple
2020:0006:0450 Martha Wilson part 1
2020:0006:0451 Martha Wilson part 2
2020:0006:0452 Dick Higgins part 1
2020:0006:0453 Dick Higgins part 2
2020:0006:0454 Betsey Davids and Jim Petrillo
2020:0006:0455 Reese Williams
2020:0006:0456 Sheila deBreteville
2020:0006:0457 David Buchan
2020:0006:0458 Chuck Hagen
2020:0006:0459 Judy Hoffberg
2020:0006:0460 Herb Hosmer part 1
2020:0006:0461 Herb Hosmer part 2
2020:0006:0462 Peter Frank/Ken Friedman panel
2020:0006:0463 Book distribution panel
2020:0006:0464 Problems in publishing panel part 1
2020:0006:0465 Problems in publishing panel part 2

VIDEO TAPE:
Betamax tapes documenting OIAP Conference

The tapes are part of the VSW Collection located in the Magnetic Media Archive. They
are listed by their accession number and title.

Tapes:
2020:0002:0066 Felipe Ehrenberg Ulises Carrion part 2
2020:0002:0251 Book Exposition Cal Kowal Distribution Panel
2020:0002:0252 Pleasure Beach Installation Dubs
2020:0002:0253 9:30 Break Foster Phillpot Open Forum Installation
2020:0002:0261 Critics Panel Kend Friedman Peter Frank
2020:0002:0263 Carolee Schneeman Linda Burnham Felipe Ehrenberg Ulises

Carrion
2020:0002:0264 Higgins Ehrenberg Q&A Distribution Panel Critics Panel



2020:0002:0267 Minsky Sheila de Breteville Ulises Carrion part 1
2020:0002:0269 Coffee Lyons B/W Tues Cash Bar
2020:0002:0270 Carrion Flaherty I.V. part 2
2020:0002:0271 Dub B/W Cash Bar Afterimage Mailing
2020:0002:0272 Higgins Something Else Press
2020:0002:2586 Visual Studies Workshop Book Conference [Umatic tape]

BOOKWORKS:
Bookworks related to the OIAP Conference

The bookworks are part of the Joan Lyons Independent Press Archive located in the
Research Center. They are listed by their call number and title.

Bookworks:
Z232.5 .V834 Va-St Standardized Artists Book Project for Independent Art Publishing
Conference. A collection including ~18 mail art booklets, form letter, address list and
project description.
Z232.5 .V834 Ly-Sp (OS) Spine, Joan Lyons and Philip Zimmerman. 12 page book
produced by VSW Press for the Independent Art Publishing Conference. Link to public
record.

VI. Related Materials:

All audio items have been made available on Soundcloud. A playlist of all tapes in their
conference order can be found here. Visual Studies Workshop is actively making
transcripts of the presentations which can be found in their Soundcloud pages.

A PDF scan of the conference packet can be found here.

https://ehive.com/collections/3931/objects/287490/spine
https://ehive.com/collections/3931/objects/287490/spine
https://soundcloud.com/user-501846314/sets/options-in-independent-art
https://www.vsw.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/options_in_independent_art_publishing_brochure_links.pdf

