VISUAL STUDIES

SHEP

In Fall 2024, the VSW

Salon took place online as
we prepared to relocate.
Instead of hosting events

in our on-site microcinema,
we expanded our streaming
services and offered month-
long engagements between
artists, archives and the
community in a web-based
“Salon/line.” From September
through December, VSW staff
and curators selected a topic,
artist and/or collection that
was made available to stream
throughout the month.

We hosted monthly
conversations to learn more
about each of the programs,
which included archival

audio recordings, recently
digitized videotapes, panel
discussions, artist talks and
Community Curator programs.
Each program provided an
opportunity for a deeper look
into a historical collection, or a
chance to study an artists’ body
of work while learning about
their unique approach to the
creative process. If you weren’t
able to tune in, we are happy
to announce that each program
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will remain available to enjoy
for several more seasons -
just scan the QR codes below,
or visit

. Many thanks
to the VSW staff and all of the
participants who made our
first Salon/line a success. We
look forward to opening our
doors to the community in our
new location, and to providing
improved online access to our
events and collections with our
upgraded streaming services.
Stay tuned for more!

The Options in Independent Art Publishing conference
took place November 6th-10th, 1979 in two stone
buildings on the historic campus of VSW. Over 150
people from North America, South America and
Europe attended this well-organized symposium,
which included a book fair, exhibitions of artists’ books,
archive tours, parties, performances and opportunities
for attendees to explore exhibits at the nearby George
Eastman Museum and Memorial Art Gallery.

In September, VSW shared an online
exhibition showcasing archival selections
from the OIAP conference, including a
gallery of images and ephemera, a playlist
OT The near-compiete audlio recoraings o

White Corn, River Water and Patience:
Forging New Photo-chemical Relationships

Alice Cazenave is a photo-artist, scholar, and the Project Lead
of Sustainable Darkroom, a research community developing
low toxicity photo-chemistries. For over a year, Cazenave
conducted field research in Rochester as a part of her ongoing
work to study how locally-sourced, plant-based ingredients can
be made into environmentally sustainable photo-chemicals.
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In November, a collection of
Cazenave’s photographs were
exhibited online at vsw.org.

Each photograph was created in

Rochester and developed using
Rochester-sourced ingredients
such as milk thistle growing
in Kodak’s parking lot and
Genesee River water.
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Recent Project Space Residents

Listen to Melissa speak
about her process and
experimentation
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Melissa Ferrari

been shown around the world.

Melissa Ferrari is an experimental nonfiction
animator, magic lanternist and educator.
Originally from Virginia, Melissa is now
based in L.A. where she received an
Experimental Animation MFA at CalArts. Her
films and magic lantern performances have

During her residency, Melissa created new
magic lantern slides and worked on a new
experimental documentary about the history
of medical abortion.
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NO-TV collection consists of more than 200 works

by 160 artists, and encompasses a variety of styles
and interests: documentary, biographical, street tv,
self-processing, performance, narrative experimental,
social, political, and emerging technology.

This year has been one of change

for VSW. 2024 has encompassed the
last cohort of graduates of our MFA
program, celebrations of our history, and
a relocation to bolster the work of Visual
Studies Workshop.for-decades to come.
Yes, VSW is moving and re-opening in
Spring 2025!

Our refreshed mission has roots in our
history and hop}e for the future: to nurture
experimental and expansive approaches
to photography and media arts, and to
build community. among artists and the
public through exhibitions, publications
and residencies. .

As part of this shift we will be relocating
to a new home that is the right physical
size for VSW, our mission, and our
programming. VSW’s_new. home ‘at 36
King Street in the Susan B. Anthony
Neighborhood is an excellent fit for our
organization’s programs and activities,
is ful-ly accessible, and has improved
HVAC systems to better care for
collections. This new, accessible home
will continue to be a hub and a home
for our Rochester community and artists
from around the world.
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We aré excited for this new chapter, and
we are grateful that you are along for the
ride with us.
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Image Descriptions (top-left to bottom-right): Melissa Ferrari measures ingredients in the
Project Space studio (2024); Ingrid Sischy (Printed Matter) presents at the conference (photo
courtesy of Pablo Krassa) (1979); Still from video interview with Richard Minsky (Center
for Book Arts) (VSW Video Collection, 2020:0002:0267); Still from “Ganondagan One Year
Anniversary” (1988); Untitled (Rochester Genesee Souped), 2024, Alice Cazenave; Alice
Cazenave preparing foraged ingredients for photo processing on the banks of the Genesee
River, 2024; Stills from Ghost Dances (1983), Anna Arnold; Stills from from Ahluvyalike (1983),
Arturo Cubacub and Jan Heyn-Cubacub; Stills from Insomnia (1984), Matthew Schlanger.

For the month of October, VSW featured a
selection of recently digitized videotapes
from the VSW archives that feature
Ganondagan. These tapes were made in
1988 by local videographers for broadcast
on cable access television’s TV Dinner
program, and feature exclusive interviews
with Ganondagan elders, artists, and
interpretive staff, as well as gatherings
and celebrations at the site.

In December, VSW streamed an online program
including videos from the NO-TV collection as
well as related ephemera and an oral history from
series founder Robert Doyle.

Visual Studies Workshop
programs are supported
by the New York State
Council on the Arts with
the support of the New
York State Legislature,
the ArtWorks program of
the National Endowment
for the Arts, Monroe
County, Joy of Giving
Something, the Phillip
and Edith Leonian
Foundation, and all our
members and individual
supporters.
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