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Serendipity: Super 8 Films by Helga Fanderl
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Program

All films are projected in Super 8mm. This is a silent program, 
approximately 70 minutes.

Portrait   Portrait
Teetrinken   Tea Time

Roter Vorhang   Red Curtain
Karussell   Carousel

Wasserpflanzen   Water Plants
Schaukeln (2022)   Swinging (2022)

Tulpen   Tulips
Für K. (Kanal im Sonnenlicht)   For K. (Canal in the Sun Light)

Kakibaum im Winter   Persimmon Tree in Winter
Pariser Bilder für Dr. G.   Pictures of Paris for Dr. G.

Konversation am Strand   Conversation at the Beach
Bügeln auf der Straße   Ironing in the Street

Fischerboote   Fishing Boats
Irisblüten und Pfaue   Irises and Peacocks

Spielende Hunde   Playing Dogs
Gespiegelt   Mirrored

Blätter auf dem Glasdach   Leaves on a Glass Roof
Zoobilder und Architekturen   Zoo Animals and Architectures

Umlauftank   Circulation Tank   
Jardin d’Acclimatation I   Jardin d’Acclimatation I

Since 1986, German artist Helga Fanderl 
has created hundreds of Super 8 films, 
many of which are less than three 
minutes long, shot in one-take and 
edited entirely in-camera. Her films 
are spontaneous and intimate, fluently 
communicating in the silent visual 
language of Super 8 film. For each 
screening, Fanderl selects the program 
herself and creates site-specific 
projection pedestals in response to the 
physical and energetic qualities of the 
room and the audience. For this VSW 
Salon screening, Fanderl has selected a 
program she calls Serendipity:

“Places, motifs and movements I come 
across, and which move me to film 
them when I am roaming freely with 
the lightweight Super 8 camera, are 
serendipitous discoveries. I find them, 
and they find me. At the moment of 
experience, intuition and perception, 
atmosphere and thoughts are transferred 
to my camera work and the unseen film 
strip inside the cassette. It’s all 
about lightning-fast recognition and 
cinematic vision of fleeting moments.	
	

The most suitable tool for my method 
of working is a Super 8 camera. My 
instrument is handheld and close to my 
body; my eye is on the viewfinder, my 
forefinger on the shutter-release. I 
try to react quickly and – as though 
in one gesture – to find a coherent 
cinematic form in a dialogue with the 
motif. The short films are edited in the 
camera, and they display and preserve 
the chronology and intensity of their 
creation. They condense everyday images 
and scenes as they appear and disappear 
before the eye of the camera”.

		  - Helga Fanderl

Still from Schaukeln (2022)

Mal Seh'n Kino, Frankfurt 
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Visual Studies Workshop nurtures experimental 
and expansive approaches to photography and 
media arts, and builds community among artists 
and the public through exhibitions, publications 
and residencies. VSW envisions a society that 
values the human need to create and share ideas.

The VSW Salon is made possible by the New York State 
Council on the Arts and by the ArtWorks program of the 
National Endowment for the Arts.

36 King Street, Rochester, NY 14608
 
Learn more at         v s w . o r g


