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VSW Salon - Spring 2024
April 11: SLUDGE II

Welcome to SLUDGE ITI!

Tonight is the second in our series
exploring creative use of Visual
Studies Workshop’s 1lémm Film Archive.

At VSW we hold substantial
collections of a wide variety of
historical media objects. Glass
lantern slides, magnetic tape, xerox
prints, and lémm film all proliferated
in their moment as a pinnacle

of media technology, only to be
abandoned for the next more accurate,
more accessible, or more exciting
format. As Collections Manager, I
have the opportunity to promote the
value of these orphaned objects, to
refuse the idea of obsolescence, to
re-animate and re-present the true
documents of early media.

The analog past has an existential
advantage over the digital future.
The infinite number of media files made
on a daily basis are ghostly, held in
delicate circuits, subject not only
to machine or disk failure but now
also to the whim and agenda of the
corporations controlling the objects
and platforms that hold and play the
media. When this present becomes the
past, how much media will survive the
infinite updates looming?

But this is not a luddite screed
about the superiority of analog
physicality.

A decaying acetate film will literally
poison you. Every human effort made in
this ongoing machine age is fraught
with the ignorance and hubris endemic
to its native era. Blind spots always
exist, in form and in content. What is
unsustainable is revealed in time.

It can be hard (cringe) to ingest early
media at face value, these slow, earnest
documents, to be preoccupied with their
problematic or misguided origins. It
would be impossible to divorce us from
our newfangled media literacy, or the
pace our attention spans have become
accustomed to.

I call upon the contemporary format
SLUDGE [a niche Tiktok technique of
viewing multiple videos simultaneously]
as an experimental antidote or
contemporary filter for certain stubborn
qualities of 16mm film. SLUDGE is a quilt
in time, married film squares smearing
and multiplying the original intents, an
evening’s weird math of noticing that
has no one solution. Each viewing of
SLUDGE is unique to each viewer.

Thank you!

for noticing - experiencing - making
SLUDGE inside of you :)

Mary Lewandowski,
VSW Collections Manager

///////////// The Films
of Sludge II

A Mowing Safety Lesson (1987)
10 min, color. A John Deere
presentation

A Visit to EPCOT Center (1983)
20 min, color. Disney World
promotional film

Noncatholicam (1967)
9 min, b/w. Experimental film
directed by Will Hindle

Trance and Dance in Bali (1950)
20 min, b/w. Margaret Mead and
Gregory Bateson ethnography

Things Dissolve (1957)
10 min, b/w. Science education by
Young America Films

Exposition (1969)
10 min, pink. Sights and sounds of
Expo ‘67

Performing Commedia Del’Arte (1973)
16 min, color. Venetian theater
exercises recorded by SUNY Brockport
professor Ted Kirby

Training at the Peking Circus (1976)
18 min, pink. Rehearsal footage
directed by Joris Ivens and Marceline
Lordan

Totem (1963)
16 min, color. Alwin Nikolais Dance
Company edited by Ed Emshwiller

Tonight’s program will have
commercial interruptions.

All films are from the VSW 1l6mm Film
Collection.




Visual Studies Workshop nurtures experimental and expansive approaches to photography and media arts,

LONG LIVE EXPERIMENTAL CINEMA

The VSW Salon is a bi-monthly engagement in the

VSW microcinema featuring film screenings, artist

talks, Community Curator events, performances, photo

presentations and conversations. VSW Salon showcases

the work of local and national artists, and invites them

to present their work in an intimate “microcinema”

equipped to show 16mm, Super 8, digital photography

and video on state of the art equipment.
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